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“Would you be my valentine?” perhaps was a question
asked a few times this weekend. Some probably gave/
received notes with these or similar words in them. Can [
play “Fr. Ice” and ask, “What is a valentine anyway?”’

Some who are a little bit younger probably do not
remember “Valentine’s Day” referred to as “St. Valentine’s
Day.” February 14 — in the old Church calendar — is St.
Valentine’s feast day. If you were to ask someone the
image most associated with Valentine’s Day, it would be a
little cupid with his bow and arrow. The true image of
Valentine’s Day should be a Catholic bishop dressed in red
because he shed his blood for Jesus as a martyr.

It was illegal to live in the Roman Empire as a Christian/
Catholic in the first three hundred years after Jesus. During
one of the ten Roman persecutions of Catholicism —
probably in the early 300s — Valentine was arrested by a
Roman ruler and sentenced to death. However, the Roman
authority delayed Valentine’s execution for many months.
During this time Valentine was enlisted to tutor the ruler’s
daughter. ~ While teaching the young lady the basic
disciplines of education, the bishop also taught her about
the True God and His Son Jesus Christ. Every day the girl
would go to Valentine’s cell for her lesson. She became
fond of the elderly man. Until one day she arrived at his
empty cell. Her father had carried out the condemnation of
the elderly bishop. As she looked in the cell, she found a
note with her name on it. In the note, Valentine would have
encouraged her to use her knowledge for good; to live her
life with respect and love for people around her. Valentine
reminded her of many other things that he had taught her.
Then, he signed the note. “Love, your Valentine.”

Which brings me back to my initial question, “What is a
valentine?” A valentine is one who is willing to love to
such a degree as sacrifice himself/herself for the one he/she
loves. St. Valentine did this. But, Who is the greatest
valentine? Who else but Jesus Christ! Take a closer look in
the back of church at the Sacred Heart of Jesus. His heart is
exposed to show us that He loves us with a human heart.
He loves us to the extent that He will allow that heart to be
hurt/pierced by each of us only to Redeem us by the
suffering.

On this weekend of ST. VALENTINE’S DAY may we
remember the Perfect Valentine Who St. Valentine would
not betray.

God Bless!
fr. Vander Woude

Masses This Week
Monday, Feb. 16: Weekday
6:30 a.m. Rev. James C. Hudgins
9:00 a.m. 1 Aurelia Fornos
Tuesday, Feb. 17: Weekday, Seven Founders of the
Order of Servites; religious
6:30 a.m. 1 James Filipovic
9:00 a.m. T Helen M. Zappacosta
Wednesd. Feb. 18: Weekday
6:30 a.m. T Thomas S. Vander Woude
9:00 a.m. T Christopher Gaffany
Thursday, Feb. 19: Weekday
6:30 a.m. T Janet Betts
9:00 a.m.. Special Intention for Mary Perez
Friday, Feb. 20: Weekday

6:30 a.m. T Froilan C. Mate
9:00 a.m. T Terance T. Mulrane
7:00 p.m. Holy Mass in Latin

Saturday, Feb. 21: Weekday, St. Peter Damian, bishop
and doctor

8:00 a.m. T Margaret Pfeiffer
5:00 p.m. T Thomas S. Vander Woude
7:00 p.m. T Felix German & family

Sunday, Feb. 22: Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:30 a.m. T Thomas S. Vander Woude
9:00 a.m. T Thomas S. Vander Woude
10:30 a.m. Living & deceased parishioners
12:00 noon T Reba Hartle

Rzadings: Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time: Is 43:
18-19, 21-22,24b-25; 2 Cor 1: 18-22; Mk 2: 1-12 (80)

Confessions: on Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
until last penitent is heard,;
during Holy Hour on Thursdays, Fridays: 6:30—7:00 pm
on Saturdays: 3:30—4:30 p.m.

‘Holg Hlour: on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.
lsatin Mass: Every Friday at 7:00 p.m.

Please pray for the members of our parish who are ill:

Gloria Collins, Cheryl McGlyn, Teresa Subalusky, Marc
Coderre, Jr., Alejandro Rosales, Jack S. Manley, Thomas
Duffy, Fred Barnes, Harold Smith, Annabelle Causey, Kathy
Dache, Tom Danaher, Tony Evanshaw, Stephani
McCormack, Sandra Jackson, Rodrigo Amezquita, Blanche
Hayweiser, Ornina DiBenigno, Sandra Jackson, B. Graves.

The Poor Box content this weekend is for Mission-
aries of Charity. Next week, the Poor Sisters of St. Jo-
seph will be the recipients. Thanks for your support.
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Qugen of Wpostlgs Catholiec School
Did you know...
that eighth grade Q of A students know how to use
and regularly consult the Catechism of the Catholic
Church in Religion class.

This week in our Parish

Religious €ducation News
Be Sure Your Children Keep The Faith!
Religious education classes are held every
Tuesday evening, 6:30 to 7:45 p.m.
Classes for grades K through 8th
are offered.
For more information please call: (703)-354-4360.

Sunday, Feb. 15:

Gift Shop 9:30 to 1:30 p.m.  Gift Shop hours

Rectory Mtg. Room 7:00 p.m. Prayer Group
Monday, Feb. 16:

Hannan Hall 7:30 p.m. RCIA class
Rectory Mtg. Room

Tuesday, Feb. 17:

Rectory Mtg. Rm. 7:00 p.m. Span. Prayer Group

Hannan Hall/Choir Rm. 7:30 p.m.
Wednesd., Feb. 18:

Choir practice

Rectory Mtg. Rm. 7:30 p.m. Legion of Mary
Thursday, Feb. 19:

Church 7:30 p.m.. Holy Hour
Friday, Feb. 20:

Church 7:00 p.m. Latin holy Mass

Saturday, Feb. 21:

Respeet Life Refleetion
‘Each and every time that motherhood is repeated in
human history, it is always related to the Covenant which
God established with the human race through the
motherhood of the Mother of God.” (John Paul Il)

THIS MONDAY, February 16th, is Presidents’ Day, a
legal holiday. Both holy Masses at 6:30 and 9:00 a.m. will
be celebrated at the Sisters’ Convent Chapel. The Parish
Office will be closed.

EAT, DRINK AND BE MERRY, For Tomorrow Ye Shall
Fast! Please join us for the Parish Mardi Gras Party
Tuesday, February 24th, 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. in Hannan Hall.
Enjoy food, entertainment, games, the Brown Bag raffle and
more! Donation for a ticket is $10; $35 per family. Children
two and under are free. Due to the ongoing renovation,
ticket reservations are accepted by phone or email;
payment can be made at the door. Help is always welcome:
Contact Sara Beatty: (703)-913-0788 or anjanobe@cox.net.
Small denomination gift certificates or other fun new items
for the Brown Bag Raffle will be cheerfully accepted!

WORK CAMP 2009 VOLUNTEERS are needed-
Preparations for the Work Camp, June 20th to 26th, are
beginning. We are looking for handy persons who are
willing to give of their time and talent to this rewarding
ministry. If you like to paint, do repairs or any kind of handy
work, please call our Youth Minister, Marielisa Puigbo at
(703)-354-8711. We need you support!

MEN’S DISCERNMENT VISIT to St. Charles Seminary
on Saturday, March 7th through Sunday, March 8th. Father
Bashista will take men interested in finding out more about
the vocation to diocesan priesthood to St. Charles
Borromeo Seminary in Wynnewood, PA. Meals and lodging
will be provided by the Seminary. Please call the Office of
Vocations at (703)-841-2514 for reservations.

MOVING? Please call the Parish Office: (703)-354-0742 if
you have a change of address and/or telephone number.

Rectory Mtg. Room 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Jr. Legion of Mary

Gift Shop 4:30to 7:00 p.m.  Gift Shop hours
Youth Room 8:00 to 11:00 p.m. Teen Night
Sunday, Feb. 22:

Gift Shop 9:30 —1:30 p.m. Gift Shop hours
Rectory Mtg. Room 7:00 p.m. Prayer Group
Youth Room 6:00—7:30 p.m. Youth Group

THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY the Poor Box content
this past weekend amounted to $378.-. Christ House and
Parish Charity needs each received $189.-.

PTO-SPONSORED School Uniform Exchange/Sale will
take place today, _Feb. 15th, in Hannan Hall from 10:00
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

2009 BISHOP’S LENTEN APPEAL (BLA) - This is an
opportunity to unite with all Catholics in our Diocese to
share our blessings and to show concern for one another.
Please assist the works of vocations, Catholic charities,
family life and all the other programs carried out by our
diocese. Be as generous as God has been to you. Every
gift is important.

Please use the pledge envelopes that can be found in the
back of the Church, if you have not received a mailing from
the Bishop and missed last Sunday’s general appeal.

ALL SAINTS FIVE-CAR-RAFFLE—Queen of Apostles
Is again participating in the Five-Car-Raffle. Tickets will be
mailed to parishioners in early February.

HEALING A MARRIAGE— a Confidential Catholic
support group for wives seeking a safe place to heal their
hearts, their marriages, and their families: Alpha Omega
Clinic, 3607-A Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, VA 22030.
Meetings are on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays, 9:30 to 11:00
a.m. For more information contact Laura Thieman, LCSW,
at (301)-767-1733, X 5.

VOCATION CRUCIFIX is presented weekly at holy Mass
to a person/family to take home and pray for vocations to
the Priesthood and Consecrated Life. Please sign up in the
back of the Church.




