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I remember when Pope John Paul II visited DC in 1979.  My whole 

family was there.  It was our first time to see the pope and an incredible 

experience (even if we saw him drive by)!  I later came to understand the 

outpouring of love for the Holy Father.  He is the successor of St. Peter.  

In a sense we can say as we see him, ‘There goes Peter.’  Even more so 

he is the Vicar of Christ.  In a real sense we can say with St. Catherine of 

Siena that the pope ‘is our sweet Christ on earth.’  As many of us will see 

Pope Benedict this week (perhaps only from a street corner), all of the 

above can be said of him.  As a way to come closer to him, I include 

words from this gentle, loving, humble, intellectual Pope.  The following 

are a few words from Pope Benedict XVI’s first address to the Cardinals 

of the Church (the day after his election): 

 

“You are Christ!  You are Peter!  It seems I am reliving this very Gospel 

scene; I, the successor of Peter, repeat with trepidation the anxious words 

of the fisherman from Galilee and I listen again with intimate emotion to 

the assuring promise of the divine Master.  If the weight of the 

responsibility that now lies on my poor shoulders is enormous, the divine 

power on which I can count is surely immeasurable: ‘You are Peter and 

on this rock I will build my Church’.  Electing me as the Bishop of 

Rome, the Lord wanted me as his Vicar, he wished me to be the rock 

upon which everyone may rest with confidence.  I ask him to make up for 

the poverty of my strength, that I may be a courageous and faithful pastor 

of His flock, always docile to the inspirations of His Spirit.” 

 

As has been reported, this Pope, as Pope John Paul II, has a truly human 

heart.  The shop owners along the little street where he lived as a cardinal 

have plenty of stories about then Cardinal Ratzinger, taking his afternoon 

walks and stopping to talk with them.  Even the stray cats of Rome were 

attracted to his gentleness! 

 

While in Rome two weeks ago on pilgrimage with many teens, WABC of 

New York interviewed them.  Though some of the questions were 

directed to seek controversy and/or disappointment over Pope Benedict 

XVI (in comparison to Pope John Paul II), the young people continually 

reminded the reporter that we love the Pope, every Pope.  This Pope is 

gentle and always smiling.  Yes, there are differences between Pope 

Benedict and Pope John Paul.  But, each is his own man.  And, how fair 

and proper is it to compare the two if the Holy Spirit has chosen each one 

for a specific time and purpose? (My thoughts)  This was the recurring 

theme of many of the teens in answer to questions about Pope Benedict 

XVI.  I hope it gave the reporter food for thought.  It definitely made me 

smile. 

 

Pope Benedict may be termed by some as ‘controversial’.  The reason is 

that he would continue the Church’s teachings on faith and morals.  One 

would expect this of the head of the Roman Catholic Church.  The fact 

that Pope Benedict has continued to teach clearly the teachings of Christ 

and His Church, even to the dislike of some – university students from 

the largest university in Rome prevented him from giving a speech (so 

much for an exchange of ideas) and Osama bin Laden has decried him 

‘an enemy of Islam’ – has been an attractive voice to those seeking the 

Truth.  For example, at this past Easter Vigil Mass in Rome, Pope 

Benedict baptized and received into the Faith THE leading Moslem 

journalist in Italy! 

 

Let us remain loyal to Christ by remaining loyal to His Vicar on earth; 

for, as St. Catherine termed the Pope, ‘He is our sweet Christ on earth.’  

We should also be mindful of St. Ambrose’s words in the 300s, ‘Where 

there is Peter, there is Christ.  Where there is Christ, there is the Church.’ 

 

 God Bless 

                                Fr. Vander WoudeFr. Vander WoudeFr. Vander WoudeFr. Vander Woude  

    
Masses This WeekMasses This WeekMasses This WeekMasses This Week    

 
Monday, April 14:  Easter Weekday 
6:30 a.m.  † Thomas Manley 
9:00 a.m. † Gerhard & Marie Bombeck 
Tuesday, April 15: Easter Weekday 
6:30 a.m.  † Robert E. Brandin 
9:00 a.m. † Ernesto & Josephine Trebiani 
Wednesday, April 16: Easter Weekday  
6:30 a.m.  Rev. James C. Hudgins 
9:00 a.m. † Dolores Perez 
Thursday, April 17: Easter Weekday 
6:30 a.m. † Thomas Manley 
9:00 a.m. † Helen M. Zappacosta 
Friday, April 18: Easter Weekday   
6:30 a.m. † Lori Brandin Fatima  
9:00 a.m. † Robert Evanski 
7:00 p.m. Holy Mass in Latin 
Saturday, Arpil 19: Easter Weekday  
8:00 a.m. † Bobby R. Samantela 
5:00 p.m. † Jim Phelan 
7:00 p.m. The Gilberts 
Sunday, April 20: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
7:30 a.m. † Eva Vega 
9:00 a.m. † Helen M. Zappacosta 
10:30 a.m. Living & deceased parishioners 
12:00 noon        Abby Sasscer 
 

Readings:Readings:Readings:Readings:    Fifth Sunday of Easter: 
Acts 6: 1-7; 1 Pt 2: 4-9;  Jn 14: 1-12  (52) 

  ConfessionsConfessionsConfessionsConfessions: on Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. 

       until last penitent is heard; 
during Holy Hour on Thursdays, Fridays: 6:30—7:00 pm 
                 on Saturdays: 3:30—4:30 p.m.  

 Holy Hour Holy Hour Holy Hour Holy Hour: On Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  

 Latin  Mass Latin  Mass Latin  Mass Latin  Mass:   :   :   :   On Fridays  at 7:00 p.m.      

    
Please pray for the members of our parish who are ill:Please pray for the members of our parish who are ill:Please pray for the members of our parish who are ill:Please pray for the members of our parish who are ill:    
Maria C. Carcamo,  Ursula Pearson, Carol A. Otani  , Gloria 
LaFaye, Lorraine O’Malley,  Cheryl McGlyn, Theresa 
Subalusky, Lauren Richard, Robert G. Bruce, Marc 
Coderre, Jr., Liz DiGregorio, Alejandro Rosales, Francis 
McNicholas,  Roy Kelly, Jack S. Manley,   Abby Sasscer, 
Harold Smith, Gwen May, Michael Stewart, Sheila Immel,  
Thomas Duffy, Debbie Ryan, Norman Bickart, Fred Barnes.  

The Poor Box content  this 
weekend is for Christ House.  Next 
weekend Missionaries of Charity  will  
be the recipients. Thank you for your  
kind generosity.      
        

 



                                            FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                            APRIL 13,  2008 
 

Queen of Apostles Catholic SchoolQueen of Apostles Catholic SchoolQueen of Apostles Catholic SchoolQueen of Apostles Catholic School    
 

that 67% of the parish altar servers are either students 
or graduates of Queen of Apostles Catholic School;   

                       Respect Life Reflection                       Respect Life Reflection                       Respect Life Reflection                       Respect Life Reflection    
 “We must redouble our efforts to work for life through 
prayer and action, and together we will restore legal 
protection to every innocent human life, born and unborn.” 
  (Carl Anderson, Supreme Knight, Knights of Columbus) 

Religious Education  NewsReligious Education  NewsReligious Education  NewsReligious Education  News 
Classes are held on Tuesdays from 6:30  to 7:45 p.m. 

in the School. 
CCD Office Tel.: (703)-354-4360 

RCIA /Confirmation classes have begun. They are 
held on Tuesdays, 6:30 to 7:45 p.m.,  

in the St. Jos. Cupertino Room.  
 For details, call Rel. Ed.: (703)-354-4360.   

This week in our Parish This week in our Parish This week in our Parish This week in our Parish     

Sunday, April 13: 
Gift Shop 
Rectory Mtg. Rm. 
Monday, April 14: 
Hannan Hall  
Rectory Mtg. Rm.                
Tuesday, April 15: 
Rectory Mtg. Rm. 
Hannan Hall/Choir Rm.                 
Wednesd., April 16:  
Rectory Mtg. Rm.  
Thursday, April 17:    
Church: 
Friday, April 18: 
Church 
St. Jos. Cupert. Rm. 
Saturday, April 19 
Rectory Mtg. Rm. 
Gift Shop 
Youth Rm.  
Sunday, April 20: 
Gift Shop 
Rectory Mtg. Rm. 
 

 
9:30 am-1:30 pm 
7:00 p.m. 
  
 
7:30 p.m.      
                          
7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
 
7:30 p.m. 
 
7:30 p.m..                
 
7:00 p.m.                      
7:00 to 8:45 p.m.        
 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.       
4:30—7:00 p.m. 
8:00 to 11:00 p.m.   
 
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m.                                   

 
Gift Shop hours 
 Prayer Group 
 
NO RCIA class  
Baptism Class 
 
Span. Prayer Group 
Choir rehearsal 
 
Legion of Mary 
 
Holy  Hour 
 
Latin Mass 
Youth Group 
 
Jr. Legion of Mary 
Gift Shop hours 
Teen Night 
  
 Gift Shop hours 
  Prayer Group 
  

2008 BISHOP’S LENTEN APPEAL- Have you responded 
yet?  Please consider prayerfully a generous response and 
help us meet our parish’s goal. The programs, services and 
ministries supported by this appeal require the financial 
support of each of us to continue to meet the challenges of 
the area’s rapid growth.  
 
VOLUNTEERS are needed to help with preparing dinner 
for those less fortunate. Every fourth Monday of each month 
we prepare and deliver a home-cooked meal to Carpenter’s 
Shelter in Alexandria, VA. For additional information, please 
call the Parish Office: (703)--354-0742. 
 
QUEEN OF APOSTLES School  (grades K-8) is now  
accepting applications for the 2008-2009 school year. For 
information, please call the school office at (703)-354-0714 
or visit our website: www.queenofapostlesschool.org.  
Application forms may be downloaded from the website. 
You are invited to call and schedule a tour at any time.  
  
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  for Vocations: On this Good 
Shepherd Sunday  we celebrate the World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations. Pray for an increase in vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life, especially for 
our diocese, that God will raise up good shepherds in our 
midst. If you think God is calling you to serve the Church as 
a priest or in the consecrated life, call Father Brian 
Bashista: (703)841-2514. 
 
VOCATION CRUCIFIX  is presented weekly at holy Mass 
to a person/family to take home and pray for priestly and 
religious vocations. Please sign up in the back of the 
Church.  
 
IS YOUR MARRIAGE IN TROUBLE? Retrouvaille can 
help—  please call (703)-351-7211.   

THANKS to your generosity the Poor Box content last 
weekend amounted to  $668.-  and was given to ACCA. 
 
REBUILDING TOGETHER:  It is time for workers to join 
“Building Together”  (formerly called Christmas In April) 
and fix up a neighbor’s house.  If you can help with this 
project on Saturday, April 26th, by performing either yard 
work, painting, carpentry, electrical work, etc., please call 
Marie Monsen at (703)-354-9408 to volunteer.    
 
ALL SAINTS 5-CAR RAFFLE: Please return your tickets 
purchased or sold via the collection basket, rectory drop-off 
or by mail.  If you do not use your tickets, kindly return them 
as we need to account for all tickets distributed. Additional 
tickets are available at the Rectory and parish gift shop. 
Thanks to everyone for supporting this annual event. 
 
BISHOP IRETON  High School Summer Camp Offerings: 
Bishop Ireton High School has greatly increased summer 
camp offering at its Alexandria campus.  The variety of 
camps includes basketball, soccer, football, wrestling and 
theater. For a brochure and a registration form please see 
our website www.bishopireton.org., or call (703)-212-5190. 
 
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER:  Scripture says 
about married people that “Two shall live as one”.  How  
often do you find yourselves living as two? A Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter weekend can help you get back to 
basics in this complicated day and age. For more 
information call John and Lori Scali: (703)-631-5289. Up- 
coming 2008 dates are: May 30-June 1, Sept. 19-21.  
 
MOVING? Please call the Parish Office at (703)-354-0742 
if you have a change of address and/or telephone number. 


