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Congratulations to our college graduates of 2009! As you
venture out into the ‘world’ may you remain close to Our Lord so as to
know and follow His plan for you; the plan that will bring the greatest
joy and fulfillment in life.

This past weekend saw many graduations around the country. I
have already written and spoken about our president’s visit to Notre
Dame. There was a local commencement address that caught my
attention. Trinity University President Patricia McGuire spoke on the
topic of academic freedom. She said that “a half-century of progress for
Catholic higher education is at risk of slipping back into those insular,
parochial pre-Vatican II days” when academic freedom was not valued
within the Catholic Church. To pit academic freedom against Catholic
Church teaching and authority has been a familiar tactic over the last 40
years for those who desire to teach contrary to Catholic teaching.

What is a university? What is a Catholic university?

By definition, a university should be dedicated to all the disciplines
of education. If a university is universal, the whole person should be
formed by instruction in various subjects — not just his’/her major. How
many engineer majors study philosophy? How many graduates of any
university study theology? Cardinal John Henry Newman, who wrote
‘the work” in the 1800s on the ‘Idea of a University’, made a very strong
case for the primary discipline of study to be theology. Simply put, a
university is a place for study of the truth and an increase in knowledge.
Should not emphasis be placed on the Source of Knowledge and He Who
is the Way, the Truth and the Life?

A Catholic university places emphasis on the student’s formation in
the Catholic tradition with no apologies made. After all, it is a Catholic
institution. Therefore, every student that graduates should have studied
the basic doctrinal and moral teachings of the Catholic Faith, classical
philosophy with emphasis on St. Thomas Aquinas, etc.

Our Lord said, “The truth will set you free,” and, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life.” How can adherence to the truth of Jesus Christ
ever limit someone’s freedom? How can study according to the mind of
Christ, the all-good God, ever limit one? It only limits error because He
is truth itself! For someone to say that academic freedom is not valued in
the Catholic Church is to reveal a complete misunderstanding of
freedom, truth and the Catholic Church.

Is it necessary to study error in a university so as to explain the
truth, yes? If we read St. Thomas, he answers prevailing errors in
teaching the truth. Error is not taught without correction by the truth.
Authentic academic freedom provides the student with principles of truth
so as to apply them throughout life. Academic freedom, as we hear it so
often used, is nothing other than a desire to teach error without the
guiding prism of the truth as proffered by the Catholic Church; the
authority to which Jesus Christ promised the infallible guidance of the
Spirit of Truth.

And, let us not forget what institution encouraged and led the
establishment of the first universities: the Catholic Church.

God Bless!
fr. Vander Woude

Massgs This Week

Monday, May 25: Easter Weekday, St. Bede the
Venerable, priest & doctor, St. Gregory VI, pope, Mary
Magdalene de Pazzi, virgin

6:30 a.m. Dr. Antonio Nucum, Sr.

9:00 a.m. Robert Bruce

Tuesday, May 26: St. Philip Neri, priest

6:30 a.m. In Thanksgiving by the Moor family

9:00 a.m. T Mary Kinsella

Wednesday, May 27: Easter Weekday, St. Augustine
of Canterbury, bishop

6:30 a.m. 1 Marie Benson

9:00 a.m. T“Angelo Goh
Thursday, May 28: Easter Weekday
6:30 a.m. T Mary Vint

9:00 a.m. 1 Florence Bossard

Friday, May 29: Easter Weekday

6:30 a.m. T Dr. Antonio Nucum, Sr.
9:00 a.m. 1 Robert Bruce
7:00 p.m. Holy Mass in Latin

Saturday, May 30: Easter Weekday

8:00 a.m. T Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Thach
5:00 p.m. 1 Xerxes Villanueva
7:00 p.m. 1 Esperanza Leopold

Sunday, May 31: Solemnity of Pentecost

7:30 a.m. 1 Helen M. Zappacosta

9:00 a.m. T Oliver Willis

10:30 a.m. Living & deceased parishioners
12:00 Noon Menacho family

Readings: Solemnity of Pentecost: Acts 1: 15-17,
20a, 20c-26; 1Jn 4: 11-16; Jn 17: 11b-19 (60)

Confgssions: on Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
until last penitent is heard;
during Holy Hour on Thursdays, Fridays: 6:30—7:00 pm
on Saturdays: 3:30—4:30 p.m.

Holy Tlour: on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.
lsatin Mass: Every Friday at 7:00 p.m.

Please pray for the members of our parish who are ill:
Gloria Collins, Cheryl McGlyn, Teresa Subalusky, Marc
Coderre, Jr., Alejandro Rosales, Julia A. King-Groux ,
Thomas Duffy, Fred Barnes, Harold Smith, Kathy Dache,
Tom Danaher, Stephani McCormack, Sandra Jackson,
Grace Duarte, Blanche Hayweiser, Lidia Perez, Linda
Lipari, B. Graves.

The Poor Box content this weekend is for the Poor
Sisters of St. Joseph. Next week Parish Charity needs
will be the recipients. Thanks for your support.
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Queen of Hdpostlgs Catholiec School
Did you know...
that every six years all diocesan schools go through
an intense recertification process which is followed by
an all-inclusive five-year plan for advancement.

This wegk in our Parish

Religious €ducation News
Be Sure Your Children Keep The Faith!
Religious education classes are held every
Tuesday evening, 6:30 to 7:45 p.m.
Classes for grades K through 8th
are offered.
For more information please call: (703)-354-4360.

Sunday, May 24:
Gift Shop

Rectory Mtg. Room
Monday, May 25:
Hannan Hall

Rectory Meeting Rm.
Tuesday, May 26:
Rectory Mtg. Rm. 7:00 p.m.
Hannan Hall/Choir Rm. 7:30 p.m.
Wednesd., May 27:

9:30 —1:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Gift Shop hours
Prayer Group

Span. Prayer Group
Choir practice

Rectory Mtg. Room 7:30 p.m. Legion of Mary
Thursday, May 28:

Church 7:30 p.m.. Holy Hour
Friday, May 29:

Church 7:00 p.m. Latin holy Mass

Saturday, May 3330:

Respect Lifg Reflgetion
“God’s love does not distinguish between the infant in the
mother’'s womb or the child or the youth or the adult or the
older person. Human life is a manifestation of God and His

glory.” Pope Benedict XVI

THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY the Poor Box
content this past weekend amounted to $504.-.
Missionaries of Charity and Parish Charity needs each
received $252.-.

THIS MONDAY, MAY 25TH, is Memorial Day, a legal
holiday. Both holy Masses at 6:30 and 9:00 a.m. will be
celebrated. The Parish Office will be closed.

COME ONE, COME ALL TO THE Adult Bible Course
during Vacation Bible School, August 3-7. Sign-up during
the Sunday Social on June 7th! For more information
contact the Religious Ed. Office at (703)-354-4360 or Anne
Souser at (703)-941-6293.

A ‘KNIGHT” DAY CAMP for Middle School Students:
Different courses within Summer programs at Bishop
O’Connell High School are offered by the teachers. It is a
summer camp/workshop for 6th, 7th and 8th graders.and
an opportunity to make new friends and a chance to try new
things. Please visit our website:(www.bishopoconnell.org/
pages/sitepage.cfm?page=329707) or call the Director,
Mrs. Cheryl O’Reilly at (703)-237-1400, ext. 569.

MEMORIAL DAY HOLY MASS is scheduled for Monday,
May 25th, at 11:00 a.m. at Fairfax Memorial Park Cemetery,
9900 Braddock Road, Fairfax, VA. Father Terry Specht will
be the celebrant. In case of inclement weather, an 11:00
a.m. Mass will be offered at Holy Spirit Catholic Church
Annandale, VA.

CAMPUS MINISTRY at George Mason University will
have a summertime barbeque for all college students and
graduating high school seniors on Thursday, June 4, 6:30
p.m. at St. Robert Bellarmine Chapel, 4515 Roberts Road,
Fairfax, VA. More information? Call (703)-425-0022.

Rectory Mtg. Room 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Jr. Legion of Mary

Gift Shop 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Gift Shop hours
Gym 8:00—11:00 p.m.  Teen Night
Sunday, May 31: .

Gift Shop 9:30 .t0 1:30 p.m.  Gift Shop hours
Rectory Mtg. Room 7:00 p.m. Prayer Group
Youth Room 6:30—8:00 p.m. Youth Group

UPCOMING PRO-LIFE ISSUE: The United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has launched
a new ‘Oppose Destructive Stem Cell Research’ campaign,
equipping citizens to contact Congress and the National
Institutes of Health to oppose embryonic stem cell research
and support ethical and effective cures and treatments.The
campaign homepage,www.usccb.org/stemcellcampaign,
explains why the proposed NIH qguidelines are
unacceptable, provides links to USCCB, and helps web
users to ‘Contact Congress & NIH Now’, by email.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is scheduled from Monday,
August 3rd—Saturday, August 8th. Information and all
forms required for registration are on the school website:
www.queenofapostlesschool.org/qgofawhatsnew.htm.—
There will be tryouts for parts in the Assembly Skits on
Saturday, June 6th, 1:30—3:30 p.m. in the school gym.
Contact Anne Souser (csouser@verizon.net or (703)-
=9416293 for a play book prior to tryouts. All current 8th
graders, high school and adult volunteers are Invited at the
same time to work with their team. Do you want to
volunteer? Contact Anne Souser.

BISHOP IRETON High School Summer Camp Offerings:
Bishop Ireton High School announces its 2009 Summer
Camp offerings at its Alexandria campus. The variety of
camps includes theater, basketball, soccer, football, and
wrestling. For a brochure and registration form please
email: hamerp@bishopireton.org, or call (703)-212-5190.

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP— All married and single
adults in their 20’s and 30’s are invited to join us for social,
spiritual and service events. More information? Contact
Michelle and Daniel Jacobeen: mjacobeen@gmail.com.

or call (703)-461-3067.



