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Today, Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the birthday of the Church —
Catholic Church. We read in the Acts of the Apostles of today’s Mass
that the Holy Spirit came down upon the Apostles in the form of tongues
of fire. It was the great Gift that Jesus had promised many times to the
Apostles in John’s Gospel chapters 14-17. Jesus founded the Church
upon Peter and the Apostles as evidenced in Matthew 16:18-20: “Thou
art rock and upon this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of hell
will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom;
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven; whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Until the coming of the Holy Spirit,
the Church was, in a sense, in the womb — though visible in the world in
the Blessed Mother, Apostles and disciples of Jesus. Pentecost is the
birth of the Church when the Apostles are given the seven-fold gifts of
the Paraclete to go forth and spread the Faith throughout the world.

Jesus tells the Apostles in Jn 16: 7-8: “It is better for you that I go. If I
fail to go, the Paraclete will never come to you, whereas if I go, I will
send Him to you.” Our Savior goes on to say in verses 12-13, “I have
much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now. When He comes,
however, He will guide you to all truth.” After the Apostles receive the
Holy Spirit, they evidence a greater understanding and knowledge of
divine truths as well as a heroic virtue. All we need to do is read the Acts
of the Apostles — often termed the Gospel of the Holy Spirit — to see how
these uneducated men speak with incredible insight and courage about
Jesus and His teachings.

We should notice that Our Lord did not say to the Apostles that He
would keep them from sin — He didn’t do that with Judas or Peter or any
of the others. What He promises to the Apostles is the whole truth and
nothing but the truth until the end of time. The Truth that Jesus gives
with the Holy Spirit to the Apostles is not lost with the death of the last
Apostle, John. What sense would it have made for Jesus to establish a
church, promise the gates of hell would not prevail against it, and then
allow that church to fall away from His Truth? In doing so, the Church
that Jesus founded and said He would be with until the end of time,
would not be doing His work, but the Devil’s!

Why can’t Our Lord do the same — or similar — with us? He can. He is
all-powerful. However, we must cooperate with His grace and, in
particular, the Holy Spirit’s Seven Gifts: Wisdom, Understanding,
Counsel, Knowledge, Fortitude, Fear of the Lord and Piety. These are
gifts that we cannot cause God to give us. However, we can ask for them
and prepare to receive them. In order to do so, we must know what the
Gifts of the Holy Spirit are so as to know the circumstances when to ask
for each one.

May we thank Our Lord for the gift of the Catholic Church guided by the
Holy Spirit throughout the ages. May we ask for and put into practice the
Gifts of the Holy Spirit so that we, like the Apostles, may lead many to
Him.

God Bless!
Fr. Vander Woude

Massgs This Week
Monday, June 1: St. Justin, martyr (Ninth Week in

Ordinary Time

6:30 a.m. 1 Ralph Vinovich

9:00 a.m. 1 Robert Bruce

Tuesday, June 2: Weekday, Sts. Marcellinus & Peter,
martyrs

6:30 a.m. T Mary Vint

9:00 a.m. T Robert Bruce

Wednesday, June 3: St. Charles Lwanga, martyr & his
companions, martyrs

6:30 a.m. T Mary Ellen O’'Connor

9:00 a.m. T Frank Pennington

Thursday, June 4: Easter Weekday

6:30 a.m. T Myrtle Nelson

9:00 a.m. 1 Robert Bruce

Friday, June 5: St. Boniface, bishop & martyr

6:30 a.m. T William O’Connor

9:00 a.m. Students of 4th grade class & their
families

7:00 p.m. Holy Mass in Latin

Saturday, June 6: Weekday

8:00 a.m. T Tim I. Kress

5:00 p.m. 1 Helen Hundemer

7:00 p.m. 1 Esperanza Leopold

Sunday, June 7: Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
7:30 a.m. 1 Emile Telle

9:00 a.m. 1 Tim I. Kress

10:30 a.m. Living & deceased parishioners

12:00 Noon Mechado family

Readings: Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity: Dt 4:
32-34, 39-40; Rom 8: 14-17; Mt 28: 16-20 (165)
CODf@SSiOI‘)S: on Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. until last
penitent is heard; during Holy Hour on Thursdays,
Fridays: 6:30—7:00 pm on Saturdays: 3:30—4:30 p.m.
Holy Tlour: on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.

lsatin [¥lass: Every Friday at 7:00 p.m.

Please pray for the members of our parish who are ill:
Gloria Collins, Cheryl McGlyn, Teresa Subalusky, Marc
Coderre, Jr., Alejandro Rosales, Julia A. King-Groux ,
Thomas Duffy, Fred Barnes, Harold Smith, Kathy Dache,
Tom Danaher, Stephani McCormack, Sandra Jackson,
Grace Duarte, Blanche Hayweiser, Lidia Perez, Linda
Lipari, B. Graves.

The Poor Box content this weekend is for Parish
Charity needs. Next week ACCA will be the recipient.
Thanks for your support.
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Queen of Hdpostlgs Catholiec School
Did you know...
that eighth grade Q of A students know how to use
and regularly consult the Catechism of the Catholic
Church in Religion class.

This wegk in our Parish

Religious €ducation News
Be Sure Your Children Keep The Faith!
Religious education classes are held every
Tuesday evening, 6:30 to 7:45 p.m.
Classes for grades K through 8th
are offered.
For more information please call: (703)-354-4360.

Sunday, May 31:
Gift Shop

Rectory Mtg. Room
Monday, June 1:
Hannan Hall

Rectory Meeting Rm.
Tuesday, June 2:
Rectory Mtg. Rm. 7:00 p.m.
Hannan Hall/Choir Rm. 7:30 p.m.
Wednesd., June 3:

9:30 —1:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Gift Shop hours
Prayer Group

Span. Prayer Group
Choir practice

Rectory Mtg. Room 7:30 p.m. Legion of Mary
Thursday, June 4:

Church 7:30 p.m.. Holy Hour
Friday, June 5:

Church 7:00 p.m. Latin holy Mass

Saturday, June 6:

Respect Lifg Reflgetion
“Life is the first good received from God and is
fundamental to all others; to guarantee the right for all and
in an equal manner for all is the duty upon which the future

of humanity depends.” Pope Benedict XVI on Feb. 24, 07

NEXT BAPTISM CLASS for Parents will be held on
Monday, June 8th, at 7:30 p.m..in'the Rectory Meeting
Room. Please call the Parish Office if you-plan to attend!

MANY THANKS to All who have'respondedto the Bishop’s
Lenten Appeal. Our parish has reached 123% of the set
goal. All who have not pledged yet, please consider
prayerfully still doing so—our support.is truly needed!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is scheduled from Monday;
August 3rd—Saturday, August 8th..Information and all
forms required for registration are on the school ‘website:
www.queenofapostlesschool.org/qofawhatsnew.htm.—
There will be tryouts for parts in the Assembly. Skits on
Saturday, June 6th, 1:30—3:30 p.m. in the_school-gym:
Contact Anne Souser (csouser@verizon.net or+(703)-941-
6293 for a play book prior to tryouts. All current 8th graders,
high school and adult volunteers are Invited at the same
time to work with their team. Please contact Anne Souser.if
you wish to volunteer.

COME ONE, COME ALL to the Adult Bible Course during
Vacation Bible School, August 3-7...Sign-up.-during-the
Sunday Social on June 7th! For more -information.contact
the Religious Ed. Office at (703)-354-4360.or Anne Souser,
at (703)-941-6293.

BISHOP IRETON High School Summer Camp Offerings:
Bishop Ireton High School announces its 2009 Summer
Camp offerings at its Alexandria campus. The variety of
camps includes theater, basketball, soccer, football, and
wrestling. For a brochure and registration form please
email: hamerp@pbishopireton.org, or call (703)-212-5190

MOVING? Please inform the Parish Office: 703)-354-0742
if you have a change of address and/or ‘phone number.

Rectory Mtg. Room 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Jr. Legion of Mary

Gift Shop 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Gift Shop hours
Gym 8:00—11:00 p.m.  Teen Night
Sunday, June 7: .

Gift Shop 9:30 .t0 1:30 p.m.  Gift Shop hours
Rectory Mtg. Room 7:00 p.m. Prayer Group
Youth Room 6:30—8:00 p.m. Youth Group

THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY the Poor Box content
this past weekend amounted to $320.- and was given to the
Poor Sisters of Saint Joseph.

ON SUNDAY, June 7th, Holy Land Christians will display
their olivewood hand-carved items for sale at the Sunday
Social in Hannan Hall. Mark your calendar and plan to

visit the exhibit.

PARISH WOMEN’S'GROUP will have their Summer Send-
Off on Wednesday, June 10th, following the 9:00 a.m. holy
Mass and-Rosary.-Please bring your favorite dish for a pot-
luck brunch-and-a-smile! Our final charity will be baby items
(newborn to 6/12-months) for the Mariha group. We are
looking forward to seeing you!

ATKNIGHT . DAY CAMP for Middle School Students:
Different courses within Summer programs at Bishop
O’Connell High School are offered by the teachers. It is a
summer camp/workshop for 6th, 7th and 8th graders.and
an opportunity to make new friends and a chance to try new
things. Please visit our website:(www.bishopoconnell.org/
pages/sitepage.cfm?page=329707) or call the Director,
Mrs. Cheryl O’'Reilly at (703)-237-1400, ext. 569.

ATTENTION Boys ages 8-14: Are you interested in
playing high school baseball? Would you like to attend a
camp focusing on learning all phases of the game? Join us
June 15-19 at Bishop O’Connell H.S. for baseball summer
camp. For information and registration, call Coach Rick
Hart at 571-238-9447.

VOCATION CRUCIFIX—Please consider taking home the
Vocation Crucifix for a week. A sign-up list is in the back of
the Church.



